Abstract: The economic potential of a country is directly related to a policy of creating new jobs
Introduction
The economic security of the country must be guaranteed by the efficiency of the economic system itself. The criterion of economic security is the assessment of the state of the economy in terms of the most important processes and elements expressing the essence of the economic system. The highest level of security can be achieved when the entire set of indicators is within the limits set by available theory and practice. Therefore, we will focus on some of the key economic indicators such as economic growth rates, gross domestic product, investment activity and levels of foreign direct investment. One of the major factors that greatly predetermine many of the country's economic characteristics is the level of its economic development, determined by the rates and growth of the gross domestic product created within its limits, which is a measure of the market value of the final output of the production activity in the economy for a given period. Investment activity has also a direct impact on the level of economic security. The low investment activity can be seen as a direct threat to the economic foundations as it provides the sources of growth, generates revenue to the state budget, and ultimately guarantees the financing of national security as a whole. 
Gross Domestic Product and Economic Growth
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a measure of the quantity of goods and services produced over a given period of time in a given geographical area. It is an economic indicator of measuring national income, national output, the standard of living of a particular nation, and, on that basis, the emergence of the economic growth of the state. The values of this indicator depend on the level and quality of life [1] , business [10] , education, healthcare, country's financial capabilities, country's defence capabilities [4] , and development of science and culture. That is why the level of economic growth [9] is one of the main and most important indicators of economic security of the country. Each national territory has a foreign business that is part of the GDP. A distinction has to be made between GDP and gross national product, including income from investment abroad. GDP per capita shows on average the quantity of goods and services per person in a given country. 26200 26200 250 00 25500 25800 25700 25700 26100 26600 27000 Eurozone (19 countries) 29400 29400 28000 28500 28900 28600 28400 28800 29300 29700 Eurozone (18 countries) 29600 29600 28200 28700 29100 28700 28600 28900 29400 29800 Bulgaria 4900 5200 5100 5200 5300 5300 5400 55 00 5800 6000 Source: http://www.nsi.bg/bg [3]
Figure 1: Actual GDP per capita and Growth Rate -Comparison
The low or negative value of this indicator is an expression of the fact that the national economy is unable to mobilize the economic resources at its disposal to use them efficiently and to create the product that society needs to meet its needs. The low rates of GDP growth and, respectively, low or insignificant economic growth, reflect both economic and national security. Examining real GDP per capita and its pace of growth in chain volume from 2010 in euro per capita and GDP per capita in purchasing power standards outlines the tendency for a slight but gradual upsurge in its levels. In this situation, the projected growth rates may be perceived as available but insufficient to achieve changes in the development of the Bulgarian economy. However, they show that, despite the conditions of instability and fluctuations at national level, the economy of the Republic of Bulgaria is slowly recovering and registering growth rates of gross domestic product. The prognosis for the surveyed indicators is evident from the outlined trend line for linear forecasting. Figure 1 and figure 2 show that in the following years the trend line will have a smooth growth.
Investment activity and Foreign Direct Investment Flows
Foreign direct investment is defined as the net inflow of investments and the ownership of 10% or more of the registered share in an enterprise in a different economy from that of the investor. They are a measure of ownership of production assets and a measure of growing economic globalization. A direct foreign investor may acquire voting rights in one undertaking by including in a wholly-owned subsidiary, acquiring shares in affiliated undertakings, merging, acquiring an unrelated entity or participating in the equity of a joint venture with another investor. Investment activity [6] Table 3 and table 4 Tunisia $ 37,340,000,000 Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook [8] It is obvious that the first places are occupied by the Netherlands, USA, UK, Hong Kong, Ireland, China, Germany, Switzerland, Singapore and Belgium. The ranking also shows the total investment in Bulgaria's public and its place in the world, namely 59 position. When assessing the level of foreign investment in the territory of any country from the point of view not only of economic but also national security, we should note that foreign direct investment increases the level of economic security in the host country, brings fresh financial resources, accompanied by high technology and a new organizational culture of economic activity as a whole. Foreign investment is also tied to the dynamics of economic growth. Countries with higher levels of foreign investment have higher GDP growth and hence higher economic growth; therefore the investments are a guarantee of economic security.
4.Conclusion
Economic security is a qualitative characteristic of the economic system that determines its ability to maintain normal living and working conditions for the population, and to provide sustainable resources for the development of the economy and the opportunity to consistently achieving national economic interests. The article discusses the foundations of economic security as a prediction for national and international security [5, 7] , the economy and economic reality in the Republic of Bulgaria, expressed by economic growth and investment activity as basic elements and economic security indicators. Economic security is closely linked to the notions of economic independence, stability and sustainability, and the ability for selfdevelopment and progress of the economic system. Economic security should generally be seen as a state of the national economy, whereby the economic foundations of development are protected and guaranteed and it is strongly related to the national and international security levels.
